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Special Issue on Birth Registrations

ek okckok ok odokok ok odokok ok ok ok kAR ok kR ok kR ok Rk ok kR kAR R kR ko Rk ok ok Rk ok kR ok kR sk ok kR ok ok kR ok ok ok ok ok ok

* Benin: a census of children who do not have birth certificates and school integration.
*Burkina Faso: literacy, school integration and support to impoverished children
*Cote d’Ivoire: pleading for child birth registration

*Gambia: sensitization on birth registrations with public health agents

*Nigeria: collaboration with competent authorities for child registrations
*Zimbabwe: children and governmental officials commit themselves to birth
registrations

In Third World countries, many children do not have access to basic social services
(education, health, protection of the law, etc...) because of lack of a birth certificate. This
document gives to a child his right to an identity. Without this vital document, a child does not
exist in the eyes of the law; then, he is more vulnerable, more exposed to exploitation, to
abuse and other forms of violence. On top of that, he cannot go to school, due to his family’s
poverty. In regards to such a situation, WCY have been conducting many sensitization
activities on child birth registration and on education, even in the remotest areas. The official
registrations of child birth , as well as education, are high on the agenda of WCY in their
respective countries.

Please find below activities WCY have been carrying out in regards to this theme:

* Benin: a census of children who do not have birth certificates and school integration.
In 2012, the WCY As’ National Coordination in Benin conducted a systematic census of
children who do not have a birth certificate in every community where you can find a WCYA.
It organized sensitization activities on this theme with parents, employers and children’s
custodians. The census was focused mainly on children’s parents and on district heads,
responsible for birth registrations at the Main Town Hall and Tribunals. Going through
gathered documents helped grasp the magnitude of this issue and draw their partners’
attention, namely Plan Benin. A total of 2,000 children who do have birth certificates were
listed. As far as children’s integration into school is concerned, WCY helped enroll 480
children. To reach this goal, WCY went through a long process which started from the
identification of concerned children and the initiation of contacts with the Social Promotion
Centre to contribute to negotiations undertaken with schools, to listening carefully to a child
and contacting parents or custodians for accountability purposes.

romo80fr@yahoo.fr

*Burkina Faso: literacy, school integration and support to impoverished children
As part of their activities intended to fulfill children’s right to learn how to read and write,
some WCY As in Burkina Faso conducted very important activities for children who live in


http://www.maejt.org/

difficult situations. Among other things, they did the following: help for children enroll by
registering them at the Registrar’s Office; by providing school supplies to impoverished
children and offering literacy classes for the 2012-2013 school year.

Thus, the WCY As in Banfora, Bobo Dioulasso, Dedougou, Koloko, Mangodara,
Niyangologo, Orodora, Ouagadougou and Tougan, enrolled 72 children aged 7 to 15,
including 30 boys and 42 girls from impoverished background, thanks to support from OAK
and PWCB projects in relation to mobile children’s protection. These different WCY As also
gave school supplies such as copybooks, school bags, coloured pencils and clothes to enrolled
pupils. With these projects, WCY offer literacy courses which are currently attended by 112
mobile children aged between 12 and 19.

It must be noted that the WCYA in Gaoua enrolled 70 Orphans and Vulnerable Children
(OVC) thanks to financial support from the Canadian International Study Centre (CISC). The
children received school skits, food (tinned fish, rice and beans), bathroom materials (soap)
and clothes. A health mutual association was put in place to provide first aid to children, in
case of sickness.

claudeouaga@yahoo.fr , cnaejtburkina@gmail.com

*Cote d’Ivoire: pleading for child birth registration

From July and December 2012, with support from Save the Children, WCY met with 59
children and youth who were not registered at birth. A debriefing survey was done at the same
time on December 28 in the presence of authorities. WCY did some advocacy to facilitate the
registration of children at birth. Reasons for not registering births are as follows: Registry
Centers are far away; the compulsory declaration of the father who often is at sea and only
returns three months after the birth of the baby. Some fathers claim that they are too busy with
their own job and do not want to lose their time at the Registry Centre, while the mother
cannot go and declare the child birth at the Registry Centre. Faced with this reality, WCY
pleaded for a public hearing to be organized to enable the 59 identified people to get their
birth certificates so that rulings are made more favorably for children and families.
coordinationaejtci@yahoo.fr

* Gambia: sensitization on birth registrations with public health agents

The AWCY in Barra organized a three-day visit and sensitization activities with health public
workers on the registration of children at birth. The activities were conducted with Grassroots
Groups in the villages of Barra, Essau, Mayamba as well as communities. Villagers were
sensitized on the importance of a birth certificate and Grassroots Group members who did not
have a birth certificate were registered on that occasion. This activity was extended to
children of communities that have Grass root Groups. Parents and community leaders were
invited to the sensitization activities. Children performed sketches and sang songs to inform
the community on the importance of a birth certificate and about the procedures to undertake
to get one for children who do not have any. After three days, the association registered 76
children among whom were 47 AWCY members. The sensitization helped also the
association have an action plan with the Child Protection Committee on child birth
registration. The Social Welfare Office intends to support and financially back up the plan at
the end of February 2013.

pamodousenghore2006@yahoo.com

* Nigeria: collaboration with competent authorities for child registrations

In Farasime, WCY helped twenty children aged 05 to 12 get their birth certificates in
November 2012. They did door-to-door sensitization and identified children who did not have
birth certificates inside the compounds they visited. They became aware of the important



number of non-registered children. They collaborated with a local agent who delivers birth
certificates for children in Badagry. This service was free. WCY follow the same process to
help thirty children who do not have this vital document.

jamesboyon3@gmail.com, awcynigeria@yahoo.com

*Zimbabwe: children and governmental officials commit themselves to birth
registrations

Thanks to children’s pledges with the leaders and governmental officials at the local level,
issues of birth registrations and child abuse were brought to the attention of policy makers in
the localities of Chinhoyi and Mvurwi.

Thanks to those pledges, among the 22 identified children, 12 from Mvurwi succeeded in
getting birth certificates. In Chinhoyi, 73 children were identified and their names were sent
to the registration’s office. The children committed other key Governmental Ministries with
which they talked about the main issues linked to the achievement of child rights.
patrickz@savethechildrenzw.org
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* AMWCY': Meeting of the Executive Managerial Board
AMWCY’s Executive Managerial Board (EMB) held its first annual meeting in Dakar,
Senegal, from January 31 to February 09, 2013. It went over AMWCY’s global table on
yearly resource spending, National Co-ordinations’ Monitoring Tool, impact questionnaires
results on the rights and the annual activity reports sent to partners. It approved the financial
and narrative reports of the 2012 fiscal year, planned activities and related budget for 2013. It
gave an update on the status of communication in countries, and at the regional level as well
as the progress made in regards to the preparation of the AMWCY 9" meeting. They talked
about the results of the audit, gave a debriefing of the works and exchanged information with
partners. EMB also gave some recommendations that aim at improving communication in
order to give more visibility to AMWCY and autonomy to AWCY s and co-ordinations by
boosting resources mobilization at local level. Associations are also urged to mobilize funds
for the 9" African Meeting scheduled for the 4" quarter of 2013. For further information,
please consult the EMB communiqué which is available on the following link:
http://www.maejt.org/documents/docs%202013/communique_gem_2013.doc
benrubien07b73@gmail.com, hatungfabrice@yahoo.fr, angekoffi51@yahoo.fr

*Cote d’Ivoire: Electing a representative for organizations that defend children’s rights
On January 14, 2013, the Minister of Human Rights invited AWCY-ClI to participate in the
election of a representative for organizations defending children’s rights on the Human Rights
National Committee (HRNC) of Cote d’Ivoire. Mr. Gueu from the AIECA NGO was elected
Commissioner for a non-renewable five-year mandate. Let’s remind our readers that in
October 2012, one WCY participated in the preparation of the 52« African Human Rights
Session where he made a proposal regarding the involvement of such organizations in the
African Human Rights Committee.

coordinationaejtci@yahoo.fr ,

*Guinea Conakry: Setting up children’s committee in Labe

For a more effective fight against exploitation, child abuse and child mobility, AWCY in
Labe organized, with the technical support of the NGO Sabou Guinea, from January 24 to
February 13, a series of sensitization sessions in all the neighborhoods of the Urban
Commune of Labe with the main purpose of involving a greater number of children in the
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fight against problems children are confronted with. First, ten groups of children were formed.
These groups are to work with Grassroots Groups to report any case of child abuse and handle
listening activities as well as direct mobile and needy children towards specialized services
and institutions. To make them operational, groups were trained on how to listen and in
Participatory Research Action (PRA). Labe is a transit city for children en route to Senegal.
Because of those activities, AWCY has become an actor to be reckoned with in the fight
against child abuse and on all issues relating to children in the administrative region of Labe.
charlyket86@yahoo.fr, tounktambake@gmail.com

*Mali: Solidarity activities with displaced Northern people/radio training

From December 23 to January 03, 2013, Mali’s AWCY National Co-ordination, in
collaboration with SNV visited AWCYSs in Bamako, Bougouni, Heremakono, Koutiala,
Selingue and Sikasso. The objective of those visits was to build the organizational capacities
of the AWCYs and to look into twining and solidarity ties existing between WCY's and people
of the North who moved towards those cities. Visitors met with AWCY officials and
discussed activities they have been conducting since 2012; the help they provide to the
displaced people from the North, in moral and material terms with food and cloths; housing
for some of them and enrolling others in training workshops.

Besides, members of Bamako’s AWCY were trained on radio programming techniques,
thanks to financial support from FCI Mali, inter arts and AECID. During those ten days,
participants were taught how to prepare radio programs; namely being on air, prerecording of
radio programs and presentation of thematic radio programs. As far as the use of the acquired
techniques is concerned, WCY's had a program that involved five months of live radio
programs on Thursdays, rebroadcast on Mondays and Tuesdays by DJEKAFO Radio, the
most popular radio station in Mali and on the Internet.

cnaejtml@yahoo.fr, isaaktraore@yahoo.fr

*Democratic Republic of Congo: Training on renewable energies / sensitization on
hygiene / advocacy on child exploitation on worksites

From January 30 to February 14, 10 WCY's were trained on how to use solar panels in Uvira.
At the end of their training, participants continue to practice using advanced exercises with
the help of their Italian trainer. Those WCY's were entrusted with the training of the others in
their respective AWCYS.

For better health for people in Bukavu, on January 30, February 02 and 09, WCY's organized
a sensitization campaign held in public squares, using sketches and games on hygiene, water
and sanitation. This was achieved thanks to the support of the Central Office of the Health
District and the Health Development Committee (CODESA). Eight water sources in Bukavu
are being developed by OXFAM GB and thirteen others were given chlorination medicines. A
water committee was set up for a better management of sources and the involvement of
grassroots officials in the sanitation process.

On the other hand, WCY's made a plea with Town Hall as part of the fight against heavy jobs
for children on worksites or in houses under construction. That plea resulted in the
involvement of the local Police and child protection to deal with child recruiters. House
builders use children as cheap labor to carry out slabs or mortar. Faced with children’s
inability to claim their rights, AWCYSs’ National Co-ordination got involved in the fight
against tough jobs, as a means of contributing to child protection.
dieudonne.rdc@gmail.com, lulemalucien@yahoo.fr

*Senegal: WCYs and women’s organizations call for justice and security
Following a rape that was coupled with the murder of one of their colleagues called Sokhna



Ndiaye, during the night of February 5, the AWCY in Louga organized a march in
collaboration with the Association of Women Teachers and the Association of the Workers of
the Regional Hospital of Louga in order to denounce the barbarous act that killed the girl, and
the lack of security in the town. Bearing pictures of the victim, banners and posters where
were written messages such as: « AWCY Louga is against any violence to girls», «rape, break
the taboo and denounce it! », kKAWCY Louga calls for security measures», WCY's and women
challenged the heat to condemn this act and call for justice and security. Many inhabitants of
the town joined in. Testimonies from AWCY girls are numerous. According to Adja
Nafissatou Diop, the AWCY Chairperson, «our association fights against violence inflicted on
girls and children. Today, one of our members has been raped, killed and dumped into a ditch
by a sex maniac who did not bother about her young age, nor about her social condition the
victim was striving to improve by performing small jobs to help her family». When they
arrived at the prefecture, the demonstrators gave a memorandum to the Prefect of the town.
Next, Working Children and Youth and women went together to the house of the deceased to
extend their sympathies to her family.

malicklg@yahoo.fr

*Togo: Protecting the animated film «Tounga 2»

During the night of February 15, WCY's in Lome showed the animated film “Tounga 2” at the
Centre des Freres Comboniens. The film is on the rights of Children and was produced by
AMWCY. The show gathered about forty people including three officials from the
Neighborhood Development Committee (CDQ), 12 WCY's and a few parents. The show was
followed by a debate on children’s mobility.
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* Democratic Republic of Congo: Death of a WCY in Goma

AWCY Goma lost one of its members from the Ndosho neighborhood. His death was caused by a bomb that
was thrown by M23 mutineers. The child was inside his house. Ruta was killed on the spot while six wounded
people were directly taken to the hospital in Ndosho. The bomb tore to shreds the child whose body was
rearranged before his burial. Many people came together at AWCY Goma in order to prevent the recurrence of
such acts and to make sure children do not experience such violence again. aejtgomall@yahoo.fr

*AMWCY : Dates for the 9" meeting

The 9" WCY's meeting will take place in Ouagadougou on October 21 and will end on November
1, 2013.

nassiratou@gmail.com, claudeouaga@yahoo.fr, maejt94@gmail.com

*Benin: AWCYS’ Activities

- Lake Nokoué: Grassroots Groups from the AWCY in Lake Nokoué pledged to avoid the loss of human lives
on Lake Nokoué during the rainy season. On May 05, during a meeting, WCY's met with their local authorities to
discuss «children as fishing nets watchmen» on the lake. To reduce the number of children who die because of
heavy winds, WCYs agreed to sensitize parents whose main activity is fishing with support from village Chiefs
and their advisers. Every Saturday, a team of 5 WCYs, along with neighborhood chiefs exchanged with parents
about how to protect children against mosquitoes, rains and heavy winds that cause children’s death every year.
This activity targeted 32, (thirty two) villages were mobilized thanks to a «gongonnement» event (a GONG
player who helped spread the message beating a traditional communication tool) that was approved by the Chief
of the village.

- Lokossa: In March 2013, in 2 villages, WCYs organized sensitization sessions on child abuse, attended by
neighborhood chiefs, parents and children. WCYs and parents advocated dialogue, communication between
children and parents as a means of solving conflicts within families.

aejt.benin@yahoo.fr

*Burkina Faso: Renewing the partnership convention with MASSN

The Partnership Convention between CNAEJT Burkina and the Ministry of Social Affairs and National
Solidarity (MASSN) 2010-2012, was extended for two more years. From 2013 to 2014, the following bodies of
the Ministry, namely: Provincial, Regional and Departmental Offices will support WCYs. Every office will
appoint an education expert to help AWCYSs technically implement their programs and projects.
seydousimboro@gmail.com, nassiratou@gmail.com, claudeouaga@yahoo.fr

*The Gambia: Training workshop on Grassroots Groups Management
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From April 30 to May 08, 2013, the AWCY's National Coordination organized a training workshop on capacity
building for its members in the field of Grassroots Group management. The 27 participants had a better
understanding of how to manage their groups and ensure that they operate well. They aired a radio program on
the «Soma Community Radio» to sensitize people in Soma and its neighboring villages on WCYs activities.
They collaborated also with journalists so that they might write better articles. Representatives from local
authorities, partners and parents who attended the closing ceremony were quite appreciative of WCYs
achievements and encouraged AWCY SOMA to better collaborate with local authorities.
pamodousenghore2006@yahoo.fr

*Mali: Paying a visit to children in Konna

To help children mentally suffering from the crisis which is taking place in Northern Mali, the National
Coordination, alongside AFLATOUN (a Russian children’s organization) and the NGO ‘Groupe d’Appui au
Programme’, paid a visit to children in Konna, from April 26 to May 03, 2013. Their aim was to assist them
psychologically, and discuss with people (mostly children) who were seriously affected by the war, to set up an
AWCY and explain AMWCY activities. In a city where danger permanently threatens children because of
unexploded ammunitions and mines that are scattered around, meetings were held with children, the Mayor,
kurranic and secular school teachers. Thanks to sketches children played, solutions were shared with authorities
and partners. Setting up a 30-member WCY contact group, prior to the birth of an AWCY, makes it possible to
monitor children’s protection activities.

isaaktraore@yahoo.fr, aejtbama@yahoo.fr, aejtmopti@yahoo.fr

*Niger: Sewing training course/successful advocacy from WCYs in Maradi

- AWCY Makalondi, with financial support from the Belgian Technical Cooperation, (BTC) has been organizing
sewing training sessions for its members. 20 WCYs from 10 Grassroots Groups (Bankata, Daboindi, Garbangou,
Gongouba, Koulbou, Makalondi, Oufauounou, Tapee and Tiboindi) attended a 6-month training program during
which they learnt a trade to better prepare their future.

- On May 14, 2013, WCY Aboubacar Ousseini participated in the first meeting of the Cadre de Concertation
Communal de Maradi. That meeting was held at the Town Hall. It was organized by Plan Maradi with some
associations and NGO from the commune. Presided over by the 1% Deputy Chairman of the City Council, in the
presence of Mayors from different communes in Maradi, the meeting focused on AWCY’s activities in its action
plan.

oumarou_hamani@yahoo.fr, aejtmaradi@yahoo.fr

*Nigeria: Collaboration with USAID/Experience sharing between WCY's

- The collaboration between AWCY in Owode and USAID enabled WCYs to give away 100 mosquito nets and
water filters to people. People appreciated very much these activities and enabled members to join Grassroots
Groups. They were taught some concepts about good hygiene and health.

- In partnership with Oak Foundation, on April 13, 2013, in Dokiri Oko-Afo, Badagry, WCY's shared their daily
difficulties (being overworked with domestic chores, lack of rest, parents and custodians’ help, etc.). Thanks to
drama, drawings and poems, they came up with solutions to their problems.

gbedonasu@gmail.com, jamesboyon2@yahoo.com

*Rwanda: New Grassroots Groups

In the villages of Taba and Mugina, WCY's participated in community works. WCY's pleaded successfully with
local authorities to enable children to participate in these works and exchange with elder participants. Following
this activity, 15 children are now parts of Grassroots Groups and are able to get parents’ attention in regards to
WCYs’ fight against child abuse, and related protection activities. For further information, click on the following
website: http://aejtrwanda.wordpress.com/2013/04/18/the-committee-of-aejt-kigali-organized-its-wide-
meeting-this-14-april-2013/

aejtrda@yahoo.com

*Togo: Auditing the financial management of the National Coordination

From May 21 to 30, 2013, in order to reinforce the reliability and viability of the financial management of funds
allocated to AWCYs in Togo in 2011 and 2012, the Coordination’s National Management Committee welcomed
on its own request the consultant from Benin for an internal audit of its management. The following items were
reviewed: the breakdown of funding received between 2011 and 2012; a list of expenditures; check books, bank
statements, cashier’s daily cash book, bank/cashier reconciliation, inventory of coordination equipment and a
listing of funds receipts by AWCYs and the Coordination. At the end of the audit, capacity building was done,
based on the weaknesses identified.
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benrubien07b73@gmail.com, jephter02@gmail.com, benson_or@yahoo.fr

* Publications

- WCYs Tanzania website and face book: The Association of Working Children and Youth in Tanzania
reports  its  activities on its  website:  http://awcyt.webs.com/ and on  face  book:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/536320979743486/

- Face book of WCYs in Ghana: WCYSs’ activities are available on face book:
www.facebook.com/africanmovementofworkingchildrenandyouthghana
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* MAEJT : la 9°™ rencontre des EJT s’ouvre a Ouagadougou le 21 octobre et prend fin le 2
novembre.

* Benin : alphabétisation des enfants talibés

* Burkina Faso : protection des enfants talibés

* Gambie : don de matériels didactiques et sensibilisation des maitres d’écoles coraniques

* Mali : rencontres EJT — talibés «Garbou Bougoufie»

* Mauritanie : célébration de la journée de Talibé a Bababé

* Niger : activités sur les droits des enfants talibés

* Sénégal : les EJT de Diourbel et les enfants talibés / les EJT de Dakar «adoptent» les talibés

* Publication : blog de PAEJT Kourwéogo (Burkina Faso) / blog et page facebook des EJT de
Soma (Gambie) / page facebook des EJT du Nigéria
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Dans la plupart des Ecoles coraniques (Daaras au Sénégal), les enfants talibés vivent dans des conditions
difficiles, voire trés difficiles : récemment, nous avons vécu la mort de talibés dans un incendie au Sénégal.
Certains d’entre eux font subsister leur école coranique en mendiant. Les EJT ménent beaucoup d’actions de
protection et de solidarité aupres de leurs fréres talibés et leur apportent un appui diversifié en nourriture,
santé, alphabétisation, loisirs, soutien moral, etc. Ces actions se développent dans plusieurs pays avec les
Maitres d’écoles coraniques et les enfants pour contribuer @ une meilleure organisation des «Daarasy, lieux
d’éducation et de formation a la vie sociale d’enfants de parents pauvres qui n’ont pas la chance de
fréquenter les écoles laiques et formelles.

* Benin : alphabétisation des enfants talibés

L’AEJT Kandi se préoccupe de 1’éducation des enfants talibés qui viennent en grande partie des pays voisins au
Bénin et sont tres visibles au niveau des écoles coraniques, des mosquées, dans les rues et certains endroits ou il
y a des activités économiques. Avec la sensibilisation des Maitres d’écoles coraniques sur les activités de
I’AEJT, les enfants talibés participent aux activités d’alphabétisation avec la monitrice des EJT de Kandi, les
lundis, mercredis et vendredis de 8 heures a 10 heures. A 11 heures, ils s’adonnent a la mendicité jusqu’a 16
heures pour reprendre les cours coraniques. Une réunion de mise en commun se fait entre les membres du
Comité de gestion de I’AEJT Kandi et les Maitres coraniques pour échanger sur les 12 droits de I’AEJT et sur
I’age des enfants qui doivent fréquenter les écoles coraniques. Pour leur assurer une bonne hygiéne de vie et
sanitaire, I’AEJT assure deux séances de toilette par jour aux enfants talibés.

aejt.benin@yahoo.fr

* Burkina Faso : protection des enfants talibés

Dans le cadre de ses activités de protection des enfants, I’AEJT Bobo Dioulasso a organisé le jeudi 20 avril 2013
une journée de solidarité en faveur des enfants défavorisés particulierement des talibés. Au cours de la journée,
les EJT ont collecté¢ de nombreux cadeaux auprés de leurs amis et d’autres couches d’enfants en situation plus
stables et les ont distribués a plus de 45 enfants talibés identifiés dans les quartiers, agés de 8 a 16 ans. Ces
cadeaux sont composés de vétements, de chaussures, de couvertures, de savon et de bien d’autres choses qui
peuvent soulager de maniére modeste, les besoins de ces enfants. Une sensibilisation sur la protection des
enfants a été réalisée en présence de 10 maitres coraniques, 5 conseillers municipaux, des parents et des enfants.
Les talibés présents et leurs maitres se sont bien restaurés grace au repas organisé pour clore la journée.

seydousimboro@gmail.com, nassiratou@gmail.com, claudeouaga@yahoo.fr



* Gambie : don de matériels didactiques et sensibilisation des maitres d’écoles coraniques

Le 25 avril 2013, I'AEJT Brikama a fait don de paquets de cahiers et de crayons a une école coranique de la ville
pour venir en aide aux enfants talibés et leurs parents pauvres, avec du matériel didactique. Ils ont également
sensibilisé les Maitres d’écoles coraniques sur les droits des enfants et sur les objectifs des EJT. Cette activité a
permis aux EJT de mieux faire connaitre leurs actions reconnues comme une contribution importante au Bien
étre et a la protection des enfants en Gambie et dans les autres pays ou ils sont présents.
pamodousenghore2006 @yahoo.com

* Mali : rencontres EJT — talibés «Garbou Bougoufie»

Dans les AEJT du Mali, dans les 63 villes et villages, les EJT organisent des lieux de rencontre avec les enfants
talibés appelés «Garbou Bougoufié».

- A Bamako, les EJT multiplient les séances de causerie avec les talibés au niveau des «feux rouges» et des
«ronds points» de la circulation. Ces causeries permettent aux enfants talibés d’éviter les accidents de la
circulation, d’étre sensibilisés sur les dangers de vie dans ces lieux surtout, pendant la saison de pluies et sous le
soleil accablant qui perturbent leur santé.

- L’AEJT Bougoumi, Héréemakono, Sikasso et Zéghoi tiennent des séances d’écoute, de causerie et développent
des actions de protection contre les dangers et violences vécues par les enfants talibés dans les frontiéres du
Mali/Burkina Faso et Mali/Céte d’Ivoire.

- L’AEJT de Mopti a augmenté ’écoute des talibés venus des villages du Mali et du Burkina Faso : «on
m’appelle Moussa Diarra, je suis le fils d’'un grand paysan dans la région de Ségou. Mon pére m’a envoyé ici
sans ’accord de ma mére qui n’a jamais aime que je vienne & Mopti pour apprendre le coran».

- Le 23 février 2013, P’AEJT Ségou a organisé une journée de concertation entre les EJT, les enfants talibés, les
Maitres d’écoles coraniques et la population. Le but de la journée était de connaitre 1’impact des actions de
I’AEJT sur la vie des enfants talibés et les «Daaras». Les actions des EJT ont contribué a 1’amélioration des
conditions de vie des enfants talibés, des relations entre les enfants talibés et leurs maitres mais aussi entre les
enfants talibés et la population. Un match de foot entre les EJT et les talibés, remporté par ces derniers sur le
score de 4 buts a 1, a mis fin a la journée.

isaaktraore@yahoo.fr, aejtbama@yahoo.fr,aejtmopti@yahoo.fr

* Mauritanie : célébration de la journée de Talibé a Bababeé

Etaient présents a la cérémonie d’ouverture, au siége de I’AEJT : la adjointe au Maire, la Coordinatrice du
MASEF, la représentante du FONAD, le président du Réseau pour la Promotion de la Citoyenneté (RPC), les
représentants des Maitres d’écoles coraniques, le représentant du réseau des jeunes et la représentante d’AMDH.
Aprés les EJT, I’adjointe au Maire a insisté sur les activités de I’AEJT dans sa commune : cours de soutien,
cours d’alphabétisation, formation professionnelle, activités de sensibilisation sur les droits de 1’enfant et
assainissements dans les quartiers et les lieux publics, le parrainage des enfants talibés par les EJT. Ensuite les
EJT ont rejoint les enfants talibés pour échanger sur leurs droits et partager un repas. D’autres actions de
sensibilisation sont prévues ainsi qu'un accord sur I’assainissement des «Daaras» par les EJT.

sallaliouelhadj@yahoo.fr

1 ere

* Niger : activités sur les droits des enfants talibés

L’AEJT Dosso qui a organisé les enfants talibés en Groupe de Base, développe difficilement ses activités avec le
refus des Maitres d’écoles coraniques de laisser participer les talibés a ses actions. Mais gréce aux
sensibilisations, les enfants talibés retournent dans leurs familles et reviennent a 1’école s’ils le désirent, alors
qu’avant ils ne retournaient pas chez eux a la fin de leurs études coraniques. Les EJT appuient les enfants talibés
a se nourrir et a se vétir et des sorties loisirs sont organisées pour eux. Dans les villages, I’AEJT organise : des
sorties loisirs, de la sensibilisation pour que les marabouts ne se déplacent pas avec les enfants, des causeries
débats sur les droits dans leur langue maternelle, la lessive des habits et des cotisations pour acheter du pétrole
ou du bois de chauffe pour les «Daaras».ilt0:aejtdosso@yahoo.frejtdosso@yahoo.fr

aejtdosso@yahoo.fr

* Sénégal : les EJT de Diourbel et les enfants talibés / les EJT de Dakar «adoptent» les talibés

- Avec l'appui de la Fondation Xaley d'Espagne et d’Enda Jeunesse Action, I'"AEJT de Diourbel méne des
actions en faveur des enfants talibés depuis plus de 4 ans. Elle a ouvert un Centre d'écoute et de protection des
enfants ou elle offre tous les jours des services de bain et de linge gratuits & prés de 50 enfants talibés et des
activités de loisirs. L’AEJT identifie et accompagne les enfants talibés victimes de violence ou d'exploitation.
Sur le plan sanitaire, I'AEJT organise des causeries tous les 15 jours, au niveau des «Daaras» de la ville pour la


mailto:aejtdosso@yahoo.fr

prévention des maladies comme le paludisme, la gale ou la conjonctivite. Les EJT ont négocié avec le District
sanitaire et le Centre de Santé, la prise en charge gratuite des enfants talibés malades. L’AEJT de Diourbel a 3
espaces d’éducation alternative au niveau des «Daaras» ou des moniteurs pris en charge par I'AEJT, donnent 2
heures de cours de Francais et de Mathématiques aux enfants talibés. Avec ces actions, prés de 200 enfants
talibés savent lire et écrire des phrases simples, font des calculs, ont une bonne hygiéne et le nombre d'enfants
talibés malades a considérablement diminué dans les «Daaras» ou I'AEJT intervient. Certains savent utiliser le
téléphone portable et trainent moins dans la rue.

- Les EJT de Dakar (filles de Grand Mbao) "adoptent™ des enfants talibés. Chaque EJT a un petit frére a qui elle rend visite
réguliérement, sert les repas de midi ou du soir et a qui elle lave réguliérement les habits et lui donne de I'affection

cnaejtsn@yahoo.fr, saliou.ndiaye75@gmail.com

* Publication

- Blog de PAEJT Kourwéogo (Burkina Faso) : les EJT de Kourwéogo, ville du Burkina Faso, ont ouvert un
Blog pour rendre visibles les actions des EJT. Le Blog est disponible au lien suivant :
http://aejtk.blogspot.com/2013/05/presentation-de-lassociation-des.html

- Blog et page facebook des EJT de Soma (Gambie) : hhttp://amwcysoma.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WorkingChildrenAndYouthOfSoma?hc_location=stream

- Page facebook des EJT du Nigéria : ’AEJT Nigéria met a jour ses activités sur sa page facebook. Toutes les
nouvelles des actions des EJT sont disponibles aux liens suivants :
https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=481650911884293&refid=46
https://www.facebook.com/pages/African-Movement-Of-Working-Children-Youth-Amwcy-
Nigeria/481650911884293?hc_location=stream

Rendez-vous bientét pour Calao Express 117!


http://amwcysoma.weebly.com/
http://www.facebook.com/africanmovementofworkingchildrenandyouthghana
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* AMWCY: lobbying with ECOWAS

* AMWCY: capitalization workshop on AWCY’s literacy initiatives

* Benin: In search of other IGA experiences

* Burundi: Helping old people/clean-up campaign

* The Gambia: sensitization sessions on malaria

* Guinea: paying a visit to children (who are held) in the prison of Kissidougou /training workshop
* Nigeria: AWCY has been legally recognized

* Togo: Protection activity in the city of Niamtougou
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Registrations for WCY’s 9th Meeting (to be held in Ouagadougou from October 21 to November 2,
2013) can be done on line by clicking on: www.maejt.org

* AMWCY: lobbying with ECOWAS

An ECOWAS workshop on protection was recently organized in Cotonou in the presence of managers
responsible for protection in ECOWAS's 15 countr
Among the latter, a delegation from Enda TM, AMWCY, Save the Children and SSI represented the

regional “mobility” Platform. It was to submit a
childhood: namely, a new chapter on mobility. The contents of the proposal were reflected in

ECOWAS' final speech which mentioned children
protection of mobile children, thus using the fo
archivemouss@gmail.com

Q
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* AMWCY: capitalization workshop on AWCY’s literacy initiatives

A capitalization workshop on AWCMWismfromiueed7acy i ni
to 25, 2013. The workshop coincided with the end of a series of capacity building workshops which

has been taking place since 2010 for WCY literacy teachers in 06 countries. Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote
RQL@2ANBZ al fltagbal umsitchfodite b wriken @io2umhéht that could be used as a

data base to facilitate the implementation of sustainable activities in terms of literacy in all AWCY

member countries. The outcome of the capitalizat
Associations and States. The sessions dealt with the following: capacity building through experiences
sharing, capitalization of achievements basedonattendi ng parti ci pant s’ present

testimonies, and the consolidation of the first two elements through the drafting of a document. At
the end of the workshop, the capitalization will enable WCY and actors to have an advocacy tool in
relation to the importance of literacy and to improve related practices.
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yvesrolandh@yahoo.fr,

* Benin: In search of other IGA experiences

Having noticed that IGA methods developed by its Grassroots Groups, during the last three years,
have not been encouraging, AWCY Kpomasse has been trying out a new form of IGA with its own
Grassroots Groups. To achieve that, AWCY intends to provide each one of them with a canoe to rent
in order to have some cash for its fund, but also to use it during fishing and other activities. Out of
the 05 AWCY Grassroots Groups, 02 have received their own canoe this year. WCY have been
discovering all the advantages that come with this experience. The canoe remains a sensitization tool
for the AWCY (with the name AWCY written on the cameglong as people use on the lake or when
it lays idle on the lakeside. It helps each WCY feel as a member of its base. WCY are aware that things
are improving in spite of the expected difficulties during this new IGA experience.
aejt.benin@yahoo.fr

* Burundi: Helping old people/clean-up campaign

- OnJuly 19, 2013, building on the theme: « if the young man did but know, and the old man were but
able», AWCY Ruyigi organized a relief day for the poor, namely for old people. 75 WCY and 50 well
wishers went to Rutakataka Hill (village of Ruyigi) and provided some help to a widow who could not
restore her house. That help consisted in doing some building works. The old woman was happy to
witness firsthand the involvement of children and youth in family development.

- OnJuly 20, WCY did some public cleaning works at Main Square, at the basketball ground and at the
commerci al bank. People unani mously acclaimed th
like: «\WCY are an example for the development of the province», «WCY work so that solidarity may
prevail» For the authorities « this association will be a success story in the province».
sestburundi@yahoo.fr, hatungfabrice@yahoo.fr

* The Gambia: sensitization sessions on malaria

On July 7, 2013, due to the raining season which has just started, the AWCY of Barra, in partnership
with EHC (Essau Health Centre), sensitized the Essau Community on the dangers of malaria,
prevention methods and all signs and symptoms of the disease. 50 WCY and more than 140 people
from the Essau community attended the event. WCY played some sketches, sang songs and recited
poems. At the end of the sensitization session, in some way a real training session, WCY asked
guestions related to the disease to the public to assess their level of understanding on malaria. The
representative of EHC exhorted WCY to perpetuate this kind of sensitization. The Health Centre
intends to explore all possible ways to help the Association every time it organizes this kind of
activity.

pamodousenghore2006@yahoo.com,

* Guinea: paying a visit to children who are detained in Kissidougou’s prisons/training workshop

- During the celebration of Guinean Child Day, WCY of Kissidougou paid a visit to their friends who
have been jailed in the prison of their town. They shared the plight of imprisoned children, cheered
them up, provided them with medical and hygienic care (soaps, chloride bleach, etc.), and shared
together a meal. Besides, WCY pleaded for the release of the children or the speeding up of their
trial. The plea with the authorities of the city and development partners is one phase of an important
social and school integration of these children once they have recovered their freedom. The



imprisoned children expressed their gratitude to the AWCY before promising to become true
development actors as WCY, and to lead a dignified life, once they are free. Administrative and legal
authorities promised to do their best to meet WCY request.

- From 12 to July 16, 2013, in view of building the capacity of its members, the AWCY National
Coordination organized a workshop on communication, advocacy, listening and child participation at
Hotel Palmier in Somayah (Coyah), with the funding from the NGO Sabou Guinea. The workshop
gathered 23 participants from 09 towns in Guinea. They were trained for a better communication
and advocacy for children to involve them in development process of their communities.
charlyket86@yahoo.fr,

* Nigeria: AWCY has been legally recognized

The Association of Working Children and Youth of Nigeria has been registered and recognized as an
NGO by the local Government of Badagry on June 06, 2013 under the number BLG/SDU/NGO/087.
The AWCY considers that this recognition is a positive step towards the achievement of a national
recognition and vows to further promote its partnership with the local government.
awcynigeria@yahoo.com , youngakonas@yahoo.co.uk

* Togo: Protection activity in the city of Niamtougou

Following the arrest of a man for a land plot sale, a cohabitant took her two children (two girls aged
10 and 08), and sent them to Lome, to the Adidogome neighborhood where they had been placed as
maids for 06 months. During a cultural activity organized by an Adidogome Grassroots Group, one of
the girls was met and listened to by the children of the group. Contacted by the members of the
group, the AWCY of Lome informed their counterpart in Niamtougou. Thanks to the technical
support of the Prefectural Manager of the Social Service of Lome (AWCY supporting structure) the
woman was summoned to court and brought back the children. The latter have gone back to school.
The woman was fined CFA 200.000 to take care of
other women were called for questioning for each having placed two children in Kara. The procedure
is the same. AWCY still implements its prevention and child protection strategy against different
forms of child abuse, violence and exploitation, while fighting for the registration and keeping of all
children at school.

jephter02@yahoo.fr

Ghana: AWCY web site is as follows: http://amwcyghana.webs.com/
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Registration forms for WCYs’ 9th Meeting (to be held from October 21 to November 02, 2013 in
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso) are available on the following website: www.maejt.org . Download
the registration forms; fill them out before sending them to: maejt94@gmail.com and
jeuda@endatiersmonde.org

* AMWCY: a technical support group for Niger

* Benin: sensitization, hygiene and public health sessions for N’Dali’s WCYs / two WCYs got their
secondary school diploma (Baccalauréat)

* Burkina Faso: protection for unsupervised under-age mobile children

* Mali: training session on crisis management in Mali / fighting excision

* Mauritania: providing computer skills to WCYs

* Democratic Republic of Congo: providing help to mobile children

* Rwanda: WCYs solidarity with people living in difficult conditions

* Togo: public health activities and protecting the right to read and write

Publication: AWCY Rwanda’s blog is available on: http://aejtrwanda.wordpress.com/
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* AMWCY: a technical support group for Niger

The meeting of the Technical Support Group (TSG) was held from July 15 to 29, 2013 in Niamey,

Niger. It was attended by 34 participants from the following countries: Benin, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria,

Tchad and Togo. Its goal was to assess the activities organized by AWCY during the year and to share

their experiences, the tools that are wused in ea
played, featuring the various activities undertaken by WCYs: such as partnership development,

resources mobilization, identifying problems and related adequate solutions, getting mobilized to

lead activities, identifying successful IGA (income generating activities), communication tools and
techniques to promote Chil dr en’ rgupGrasgrdots Grqups,a new i
etc. The participants were able to visit 20 towns in Niger and Benin. They were impressed by the fact

that children were really involved in their organizations and had the trust of their parents and other

partners.

aejtniam@yahoo.fr, oumarou_hamani@yahoo.fr

* Benin: sensitization, hygiene and public health sessions for N’Dali’s WCYs / two WCYs got their
secondary school diploma (Baccalauréat)

- During a support visit to WCYs, Dali, organized on July 19, 2013, visitors met with administrative
(Mayor, CEG Head, City Delegate, etc.) and traditional authorities (Chairman of a craftsmen
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organization and the Priest of the City) and a S

debated with them on the Movement and the 12 Rightsof WCYs and received the Ma

sensitization session was organized for the public including employers, parents and children. With

the participation of Grassroots Groups'’ children

Hall, Church and the town Market. Following these actions, WCY were given 02 seats, one at the

Church and the other at the CEG (Secondary School).

- This year, two members of the Management Committee from AWCY Benin got their secondary

school diploma. These new students, all AWCY Benin members, worked very hard to pass this exam.

They enjoyed the support and encouragement of all WCY members and partners. They were able to

combine studies and work to get this result. In other AWCYs in Benin, children are being encouraged

to register at school. This is backed by a mobil
info@aejtbenin.org, aejt.benin@yahoo.fr,

* Burkina Faso: protection for unsupervised under-age mobile children

The National Coordination of the Movement of Working Children and Youth, Burkina Faso
(CN/AEJTB) signed a partnership agreement with the NGO Terre des Hommes (TDH) as part of the
regional project for unsupervised under-age mobile children. The CN/AEJTB was identified as the
partner to implement the project. Among other activities, they would build Grassroots Groups

capacities, run «hope centers» in departure, tr a
Community projects for mobil e c bstAfrichmi Netawdrkfor pr ot ec t
mobile children’s protection (RAO) and community

A workshop to harmonize intervention tools and clarify project concepts was organized from July 29
to August 02, 2013.
claudeouaga@yahoo.fr, simboroseydou@yahoo.fr, freddyzongo@gmail.com

* Mali: training session on crisis management in Mali / fighting excision

From July 18 to 26, 2013, CNAEJT Mali organized a training session that dealt with the management

of the Maliancrisisand gi r | s’ excision. It was attended by -
Regarding the management of the Mali crisis, participants discussed over its origin and causes; and

its consequences on the internally and externally displaced. They debated also its impact on the

South of the country; the organization of solidarity activities between Northern and Southern

populations as well as difficulties encountered by the populations. They appreciated the role played

by the Government of Mali, ECOWAS, the African Union and the International Community. They

pleaded for greater involvement to remove the constraints facing children and the populations inside

the country and in refugees’ camps.

As far as girls’ excision i sitshistorg, ds@aridussfatms,ar@ar t i ci p
the reasons why some people insist on it being maintained. Plenary sessions made it possible to

define communication tools needed to sensitize populations and mobilize children in regards to

excision. The closing ceremony took place in the presence of local authorities, NGO representatives

and other partners.

cnaejtml@yahoo.fr, isaaktraore@yahoo.fr

* Mauritania: providing computer skills to WCYs
Foll owing a gift of computers t orseNssarganikddfobou’ s WC
members by a WCY elder. The training was for Grassroots Groups members in order to build their



capacities in terms of report writing, information sharing; writing letters to partners and authorities,
and to promote knowledge and use of the Internet, and a broader perspective on the world. To make
a better use of the training, each beneficiary has been assigned a specific daily schedule. The 12
AWCY members started the training program and can now do their own word processing.
cnh_aejtmauritanie@yahoo.fr , amadoudjibi2003@yahoo.fr

* Democratic Republic of Congo: providing help to mobile children

AWCY Bukavu has been sensitizing children and youth on supervision and help for mobile children
since May 1st, 2013. Thanks to the support from Mr. Amani Bujungwe Pierre of PEDER, participants
could now understand why a mobile child should be helped, especially in war-torn areas like Eastern
Democratic Republic Congo. Children can recognize «unsupervised childrerend therefore will guide
them towards centers where they are taken care of. During sensitization sessions organized for the
populations, children played sketches related to «the causes that compel children to leayiexsll
took place in a cheerful atmosphere and with some people showing their dancing skills.
aejtbkvrdc@yahoo.fr, aejtrdcongo@gmail.com

* Rwanda: WCYs expression of solidarity with people living in difficult conditions

During April 2013, WCYs helped an old woman (who escaped the genocide) from the village of

Urukundo to restore her house. After having noticed that the old woman was living in a poor house,

with adults not caring, WCYs got together to help her. More than 80 children were involved. WCYs

put in an advocacy with local authorities who finally paid for the construction of the house. Moved

by such a gesture, the old woman didn’'t stop tha
with a decent house.

aejtrda@yahoo.com, sibomana08@yahoo.fr

* Togo: public health activities and protecting the right to read and write

-Wi th WCYs'’ mobilization, the population and | oc
hospital and the Prefectures of the villages of Adomi-Abra and Agadji. This helped the population of

Adomi-Abra promote health for all and make a plan for a regular clean up of the facilities.

- A big storm blew away the roof of the kindergarten built by WCYs, thus compelling children to stop

their classes. Mindful of their future, WCYs rallied the population, each person contributed according

to his or her means, to restore the kindergarten of Adomi-Abra and build another «apatam» made of

mud so that their activities can continue.

benrubien07b73@gmail.com, jephter02@gmail.com, benson or@yahoo.fr,

Publication: AWCY Rwanda’s blog is available on: http://aejtrwanda.wordpress.com/

: http://aejtrwanda.wordpress.com/
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AMCY: youth employment training during the General Assembly of Ouagadougou

AMCY’' s National As bee2hih Ouggadaugol dnd eadto@Noviember @. DUdrgt o

the second week, a workshop will deal with training issues for the firsttime e mp | oy ment and | C
contributions. Get ready and supply us with pictures and accounts of your experiences. They will be

highlighted in the forthcoming 120 issue of Calao Express!!!

claudeouaga@yahoo.fr , maejt94@gmail.com

* Benin: achieving WCY’s 12 Rights

From August 10 to 15, 2013, WCYs Lake Nokoue org
12 Rights. 12teamsweres et up and each team bore as its name
Three games were part of the contest, namely dart, «boutou» game and best dancers contest. This

old game parents used to practice when they were 15 years old as a means of leaving the earth and

plunging into the flood was attended by more than 500 spectators. Out of the 12 teams that were

based on the WCY's Rights, only 7 teams were amo
1. “The right to be trained tlhowetao nr@aadramnde” wiTie
3 The “right to have | eisure time and enjoy then
Team, 5 The “right to be |Iistened to” Team, 6 Th

Team and 7 sTthaegy “irmni ghte tvd | | age, and not go away”


http://fr-mg42.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch
http://www.maejt.org/

aejt.benin@yahoo.fr, zannoun@yahoo.fr

* Burundi: final match of the football tournament

The final match of the football tournament called «¢ 2 3 S 1 KSNE S Qa »tBofphaceK dzY | y (i
on September 1%, 2013. The two teams that played the final were the «Rapido Starfrom SEST and

«Young Star. It was a great football match that ended with «<Rapido Stdr s » v i ¢ Youngy over «
Star»by two goals to nil. The day ended with a ceremony during which prizes were given to the

winning team, the one that lost the match and the team which came in third; but also to the best

goalkeeper, best scorer and a team for fair play. Among the people who attended the event were

the Representative of the Administration in Cibitoke, the National Police representative, the Justice

et Equiteorganization, as well as many spectators from the city of Cibitoke.

sestburundi@yahoo.fr

* Cote d’lvoire: ZCY involved in monitoring children’s rights

Once again, WCYS Co6te d'lvoire were involved in
collaboration with the NGOs Forum dedicated to helping children living in difficult situations, and
with Save the ChildrenInter nat i onal , WCYs submitted the CbOte d’

Sessions in charge of Human Rights. It is the Periodic Universal Review: an interstate process created

in accordance with the 5/1 resolution of the Human Rights Council. It providesto Chi | dren’ s Ri ¢
organizations the opportunity to report on the major shortcomings of the State in relation to its
commi tments to fulfildl Children’s Rights in the

coordinationaejtci@yahoo.fr, yvesrolandh@yahoo.fr,

* The Gambia: Sensitization on malaria

Thanks to the financial support from Nova Scotia Gambia Association (NSGA), AMWCY Soma
organized a three-day door-to-door sensitization campaign for the community of Soma and its
neighboring villages on the importance of sleeping under a treated mosquito net, spraying and the
dangers of malaria. The sensitization which was conducted by 50 volunteer WCYs benefited 1,000
people in Soma. It helped WCYs play their role in the forthcoming house-spraying campaign planned
for the beginning of October and to enter into a partnership with the health authorities of the
locality. Thanks to these sensitizations, AWCY Soma has become better known and registered 40 new
members.

pamodousenghore2006 @yahoo.com

* Guinea: Fighting against cholera

From June 27 to July 06, AWCY Dubreka organized a clean-up campaign regarding public areas in the
Urban Commune (Health Prefectural Office, Prefectural Hospital, 04 Health Centres, Prefecture
Headquarters, Prefectural Office for Social Affairs and Children and the Town Hall). Combined with a
sensitization session on preventive measures and handling of cholera, these activities aimed at
stopping the spread of diarrheic diseases and to strengthen relationships between WCYs, officials
and the populations. The clean-up and sensitization campaign took place with financial and material
support from the Prefectural Office for Social Affairs and Children. It mobilized 85 WCYs and
facilitators from the support organization. Practical advice was given to the populations. Among
other things, they called on people to regularly clean their houses, wash their hands with soap and
chloride bleach before eating and after going to the rest room; to cook well foods products before



eating them and to report any suspicious case to health agents. The same types of activities will be
conducted in other villages.
cn.aejtguineel @gmail.com, charlyket86@yahoo.fr

* Democratic Republic of Congo: Fighting malaria/setting up IGA

- In August, AMWCY Kinshasa was trained for three days on malaria and its consequences and
sensitization techniques on prevention of the disease. In collaboration with its partner Medecin du
Monde, the training was attended by 44 WCYs who came from all Grassroots groups. At the end of
the session, the different actors organized a field trip to explain to the populations how to prevent
and fight this disease. They went on to distribute 700 treated mosquito nets: 02 mosquito nets per
household.

- 06 WCY from the Grassroots Group of «mwira wa yesu», taught children how to breed goats.
Members of the group provide housing for the children who take care of the goats that come from
Burundi to be sold in Uvira and Missi. With the products, these young breeders are financially better
equipped for 2013-2014 school year. Likewise, Grassroots Groups from Uvira, made up of
manufacturers of stoves, trained 18 non member WCYs on how to make stoves.

aejtuvi@yahoo.fr

* Senegal: Training camp for young people

A training camp for WCYs was organized in Mbour from September 04 to 14, 2013. Facilitated by
Enda Jeunesse Action with support from Save the Children, the objective of the camp was to train
children on child protection. 61 young Senegalese and 01 Guinean were taught how to protect
children. They signed a charter to magnify their commitment in favor of the children who live in a
difficult situation in their localities. One by one, the WCYs stood up in front of the audience and
explained why they were chosen to participate in the training camp: readiness, commitment and
participation in protection activities. Every youth received a bracelet which represents a strong social
pact in the training process. Consequently, one must then translate into acts his commitments and
submit the outcome of the training to its Grassroots Group for assessment through debriefing. All
activities that contribute to achieving the pedagogical objectives (sports, leisure, group works within
«families», plenary sessions and supervised night vigils) were the highlight of the training.
cnaejtsn@yahoo.fr, malickyade90@gmail.com

* Zimbabwe: Manufacturing and marketing of candles

AMWOCY Zvishavane has been involved in a candles manufacturing and marketing project since 2010.
To be able to conduct such a project, WCYs had beforehand led a research to assess the viability of
their project. They found out that the sector was faced with severe power failures. This situation was
encouraging for their project, for a local candle provider was lacking; therefore there would be less
competition. The inputs needed for the project were not expensive. It was one way of giving to
children some survival skills. The level of responsibility is high and sustainability is guaranteed. The
project will contribute to AMWCY promotion. A training session was organized with children who are
involved in the project for a better candle production within Grassroots Groups, children succeeded
in producing some candles as samples of future production for income generating projects. In
addition to helping give a helping hand to orphans and children from impoverished families, the
project income is used to continue good operation of the association.
patrick.Zhuwau@savethechildren.org




Please click on the following link to see the logo of the 9th meeting realized by

the WCY: http://www.maejt.org/page%20anglais/Images/ejtr anglais.ipg

Do not miss Ouagadougou National Assembly on www.maejt.org

See you at the beginning of November through Calao Express 120


http://www.maejt.org/page%20anglais/Images/ejtr_anglais.jpg
http://www.maejt.org/
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AMWOCY: 9  General Assembly

From October 21 to November 02, 2013, in collaboration with the Burkina Faso AWCY National Coordination and in partnership with Enda
Tiers Monde Jeunesse Action, AMWCY held the 9" General Assembly onthetheme:Z f SG Q& o6dzAf R LIS OSesSIBSNE G KSNB |

objective was to assess the progress of children’ $eMovegehttos and t he
continue children’s protection.

The meeting was attended by WCY delegations and facilitators from 26 countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central Africa,

/4GS RQLO2ANBI 9UGKA2LALZ DKFIYylFX ¢KS DFYOAFZ DdzAy Sl . Aaa&l dzZ DdZAySlH >

Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Géank, Tanzania, The Gambia, Togo and Zimbabwe.

The opening ceremony was presided over by the Ministmnyp of the Civi
present: Plan, Save the Children, Unicef, Service Social International, Terre des Hommes, GIZ, etc. During two weeks of work, participants

exchanged and shared experiences and knowledge on ctlol dren’s right
vocational training and employment for working children and youths. They also organized workshops on child-related issues. Save the

Children facilitated the workshop on participation.

During the closing ceremony, attending administrativeingeftfi ci als ar
children protection and training activities, among others, so that WCYs could ensure a better future for them. They also committed to

support and/or continue to work in synergy with AMWCY, as long as they remain committed to their goal. Below are some examples of
achievements highlighted during the meeting, as well as AMWCY's pr

* Income Generating Activities (IGA)

Income Generating Activities are diversified and mainly practiced by Grassroots Groups and Associations; they include the following

activities: basketwork, weaving, gardening, products storage, agro-business, pastry, savings and credit, soap making, chicken farming,

etc..). For exampl ecomptniesn the Betdcriatiz Republipof Corfgo (DRE) Ieas been noted. In Senegal, associations

have been keeping up and strengthening daily a programcalledd LY A G A F GA @S O2Y0AY 3S (ICDdakli M dOKINYy IS EE Y i x
Change), which is a good example of solidarity between WCYs who save together and provide credit to each other to finance their own

activities. This system is backed up by a series of conferences that aims at equipping WCYs, and mostly at promoting changes in behavior.

* Communication

Activities conducted by WCYs are increasingly being reported in the media. WCYs organize radio and television programs thanks to the
trainings they attended on communication techniques. Communication between WCYs has been improving thanks to a better knowledge
and use of IT which they have access to. This plus the use of traditional means of communication, drawings and posters to reach all social
groups, and draw their attention to issues which relate to children and youth.

* Collaboration
Collaboration between AWCYs, partners and the populations has greatly improved. The latter are showing increasing interest WCYs
activities, and showing more trust. In some countries like the Democratic Republic of Congo, WCYs activities are protectedbyc hi | dr e n

S
police thanks to the vulnerability certificate given by the Ministry of Social Affairs.

* Education

WCYs play a key role in the integration of children into the formal school system with an opportunity to carry on their activities and to buy
their own school supplies. The associations provide a second chance for all children who have not been to school, in the sense that most
associations organize evening classes for drop-outs and those who have never been to school. Still others organize sensitization sessions,
hold public hearings to help children register and get birth certificates so that they could enroll in formal school. For example, the
Coordination of Working Children and Youths in Burkina Faso is known to organize several activities for children, such as the organization
of evening classes with more than 1000 learners a year, the creation of a daycare center in Pissy for 100 children whose parents work at


http://www.maejt.org/
http://www.maejt.org/

Pissy’'s quarry, etc.

* Training

Thanks to various trainings received, WCYs can set up their own projects (community projects, IGA, etc.), mobilize and manage their own
funds, deliver awareness sessions, participate in the protection, counseling and training of children. In addition, the children plan their own
activities. For example, they develop work plans for Grassroots Groups. Children are also able to lead and conduct their activities up to
assessment. In most AWCYs, there are WCYs that can facilitate workshops. AWCYs and Committees play a key role in the integration of
children into vocational training workshops. This approach has contributed significantly to the reduction of illiterate WCY despite the fact
that illiteracy still persists. It has also helped reduce the number of children around market-places, railway stations, streets. Training
sessions made ??it possible to fight exploitation for children and youth to meet their needs, and to train other young people so that they,
in turn, can take care of themselves.

* Management

Management has improved a lot thanks to: the setting up of management committees within National Associations and Committees, and
of a simple and effective management system by the National Committees; the hiring of accountants in some countries; the systematic
opening of bank accounts by all Committees and for almost all AWCYs.

* Organization / Coordination

Grassroots Groups and AWCYs provide the first line of child protection. In areas where they are organized into Grassroots Groups or
Associations, WCYs are seen as a deterrent which has contributed to a reduction in child abuse in their workplace. The capacity of WCYs to
make change is a partial result of the increase in the number of Grassroots Groups, Associations and Coordination at country level, thus
reflecting the expansion of AMWCY internally and externally. AMWCY statistics show it clearly, because from 554,353 members and well-
wishers (including 172,254 members) in 2012, there are 706,261 (including 210,899 members) in 2013. This year we have registered 3,431
Grassroots Groups in 340 Associations in 26 countries. Among these 26 countries, 22 are parts of National Committees. Some Committees
have headquarters that are well endowed, thus allowing better organization and greater efficiency in the workplace.

* Child participation

WCYs participate in decision-making bodies and are able to influence some decisions. In countries like Burundi, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Rwanda, WCYs have representatives in chil dr eheNgiondlor ums
Advisory Council for Children. In Rwanda, WCYs are founding members of the forum of Civil Society Organizations on the African Charter on

the Rights and Welfare of Children (ACRWC), while in Senegal WCYs are members of departmental committees for child protection.

Authorities also participate in AWCYs activities and invite them to their activities.

* Protection of children

Their Grassroots Groups and Associations have become the hope of many children thanks to practical protection activities they have been
developing (sensitization, mediation, whistle- blowing, etc.). In Burundi, children who have problems get in touch with the association who
then intervenes on the basis of an MOU it has signed with the «Lawyers without borders » organization, «JUSTICE AND EQUITY». For
example: A young girl was handcuffed by the police and severely beaten; her family took her to the WCYs. WCYs promote and protect
children through the socio-professional integration of drop-outs and those who have not had the chance to attend school. They also ensure
the protection of children through the issuance of birth certificates for children who do not have any. To do this, WCYs plead with the
authorities so that registries would get closer to the populations.

People consider AWCYs as associations that protect children against rapes, exploitation, child abuse, etc. Thanks to their daily experiences
on the ground, WCYs can identify places where children are most likely to be exposed to the worst forms of child labor, and introduce
preventive measures. They carry out sensitization sessions in villages and towns, and in places of departure and destination for mobile
children, to inform children, parents and communities on the risks and advantages attached to mobility. In countries faced with a crisis,
AWCYs play their role in protecting children: WCYs in Bamako, Mopti and Sikasso hosted their counterparts and their families (parents,
younger brothers and sisters, friends) whose towns or villages of origin were affected by the crisis, compelling them to move to cities in the
interior. They took care of them until the return of peace in the crisis-affected areas.

* Prospects

To maintain the planned development of Grassroots Groups, AMWCY is seeking to do the following: to develop Grassroots Groups in
communities to mobilize children to defend their rights; to initiate actions to make contact with new groups to help them identify their
problems and take action to solve them; to build stronger Committees with offices that promote the participation of children; to teach
members how to use the AMWCY manual of procedures; to increase each year by 50,000 members and 120,000 well-wishers, to reach 1
million within two years.

For further information, please click on: http:/www.maejt.org
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* AMWCY:: vocational training and youth employment at the heart of worries and
careers concerns

WCYs have long understood that, to improve their living and working conditions, they would need to get some professional training. They hope to get a job or work for themselves at the end of their

training. In regards to this very issue, people from different countries attending the ch meeting shared examples highlighting diversified activities being carried out by AMWCY: In Benin, following a
training session on silk screen printing in 6 AWCYs, WCYs were able to get hired in tee-shirt printing workshops. Today, trained WCY's have their own workshop where they train other WCYs. Art
products are made and sent to partners like «Little hands» who export such products. In Céte d’Iveire, AWCY Abidjan has its own training centre in which children are welcome and sometimes spend the
night there. WCYs that have some skills in dress-making, music, carpentry and hair-dressing train those children in the above-mentioned trades. In Mauritania, WCYs took a six-month hair-dressing
course. At the end of their training, AWCY set up its own hair-dressing salon and hired girls who took that course to manage this salon. The income is divided into three shares every month: one share is
used to pay for rent and buy tools; the second for paying children who work in the hair dressing salon and the third is credited to AWCY account. To avoid any confusion, every girl is paid according to the
number of days she has worked. The same thing is taking place in the field of dress-making and information technology. Overall, 103 WCYs were trained in 6 AWCYSs. In Mali, there is a centre in which
all WCYs who have a trade (dress-making, metal doors, hairdressing, etc,) come to work. At the end of the month, they each contribute to pay for the rent. In Senegal, more than 300 WCYs are conducting
Income Generating Activities (IGA) by selling products they produce thanks to the training they received in the field of dyeing, shoe-making, soap-making, local cereal, fruit and vegetables processing,
pastry-making, etc. Thanks to support from the Xaley de Madrid Foundation, cities like Louga, Saint Louis and Thies are carrying out micro credit activities, while in the cities of Louga and Saint Louis, 47
WCYs are being trained in the Regional Centres for Vocational Training with the support of the Chyao project.

archivemouss@gmail.com

* Ethiopia: fast food preparation to help improve WCY’s living conditions

As for applying for funds and support for their activities, the association known as Chenda got involved in several activities, one of which was fast food preparation. A supporting structure provided some
training to the children and youth in food processing. Later, they were organized into small business entities by the local Administration that gave them funding and helped them in their work places. Once
they have acquired some experience, WCYs start preparing fast food (Asambusa,Chips and Kollo). The group received a great deal of support from the local councils of Chenda and Zada. They provided a
shed to the WCYs and supplied them with free electricity. The project helped under-paid children raise their income, as transpired through the testimonies of children and youth who gave up their daily
work to start IGA. Those children used to earn a maximum of 15 birrs a day. Sometimes, they worked for their daily survival living on a day to day basis. Now, they manage decent income, roughly 350
birrs a day, thanks to the training they received last July on fast food.

tdulumeb@gmail.com

* Niger: sewing course

From December 1St , 2012 to May 30, 2013, a sewing training course took place in Makalondi. Thanks to the financial support provided by the Belgian Technical Agency (CTB), the project launched a
sewing training program for children in the following 10 villages of Makalondi: Makalondi ville, Bankata, Ounfouanou, Garibangou, Tibiondi, Djayeli, Dabiondi, Koulbou, Tapée and Gongouba. 20 WCYSs,
aged 15 to 22, from the above-mentioned villages took part in the six-month training program. Identifying and selecting trainees were done by Grassroots Groups along with parents and chiefs of the
mentioned 10 villages. During the training, participants were taught several skills, going from the use of tools and sewing equipment to cutting techniques in drawing, taking measures, dressmaking, making
simple shirts and trousers. The objective of the training was to improve the living conditions and strengthen the economic standing of children through apprenticeship and the carrying out of income
generating activities (IGA). This, in return, makes easier the socio-economic integration of the youth and enables them to contribute to the development efforts in their localities and country. The 20 trainees
started their own activities at the end of their training. They got some financial support to buy sewing machines. The AWCY keeps training other WCY's with the hope that they will be able to find work and
pursue the practice of their trade.

caejtn@yahoo.com, oumarou hamani@yahoo.fr

* Uganda: making jewelry: a means of subsistence for AWCY Mbale

Making jewelry as a means of subsistence by WCYs of the Association of Mbale started this year with financial support from «Smiles Africa», a Christian organization which takes care of young orphans.
Three AWCY members were trained and they, in return, were able to get other members of their group involved in the design and making of different types of jewels such as necklaces, bracelets, earrings,
etc. They do this job using local materials such as papers, pearls, threads, etc. Proceeds from the sale of the products are used to keep children at school by buying school supplies like books, pens, pencils
and, sometimes, to support children who got expelled from school because they could not pay their fees. Children involved in the project have learnt to be more creative and are very happy about this
activity that takes place every day from 17.00 to 18.00 after school.

wcymuganda@yahoo.com

* ) . .
Togo: photo-reportage initiation

During the AWCY National Coordination assessment meeting, held from November 18 to 22, 2013, participants were taught some photo-reportage skills by Edoh Komlan, National Communication Officer

of AWCYs Togo. The training aimed at improving communication. It also helped to train future professionals, not only in communication, but in reporting activities AWCYs carry out in the country. At the

end of the training, another program on Photoshop (processing pictures and drawings using computers) and video, has been planned for the coming year.

jephter02@gmail.com

* . i . .
Zimbabwe: building a resource centre

The Association of Manicaland succeeded in building a resource centre with the support of the community and local authorities. The centre is now operational and has full access to electricity. It helped

change for the better the way the group operates by creating a healthy environment enabling the association to conduct its own activities. WCYs and the community use the facility to organize meetings,

literacy courses for adults and workshops. The association has also started income generating projects to support its own activities, as shown by the testimony of the elders of the village of Chisuko who

support the project of younger ones to start their own poultry project. Thanks to children’s projects, elders were able to pay the school fees of 10 children.

patrickzhuwau@gmail.com, nyashadick09@gmail.com




Please write to us to share your experiences in the field of professional
training, employment, self-employment, Income Generating Activities (IGA)

See you at the beginning of January through Calao 122



